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‘A girl selling matches

|0nce upon a time a little girl tried to make a living by selling matches in the

|street. It was New Year's Eve and the snowed streets were deserted. From brightly
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came the tinkle of laughter and the sound of singing. People were

getting ready to bring in the new year. But the poor little match seller sat

sadly beside the fountain. Her
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What to do with your old phones, gadgets and o... news

O CLineze New Year

The celebration of the Chinese New Year may last only a few »
days including the New Year's Eve, The New Year season
actually starts from the 15th of the last month and ends at
the 15th of the first month of the new year. By

tradition, Chinese will be busy in buying presents,
decorating their houses, preparing food and making new
clothes for the New Year. During that period, all
transportation, in particular railway, will be busy in
bringing Chinese back to their own hometown for a family
reunion on the Chinese New Year Eve.Days before the New
Year, every family is busy giving its house a thorough
cleaning, hoping to sweep away all the ill-fortune there
may have been in the family to make way for the wishful
in—coming good luck. People also give their doors and
windowpanes a new paint, usually in red color

They decorate the doors and windows with paper—cuts and
couplets with the very popular theme of “happiness”,
"wealth”, “longevity” and “satisfactory marriage with more
children”. Paintings of the same theme are put up in the
house on top of the newly mounted wallpaper. In the old
days, various kinds of food are tributes to the ancestors.
The Eve of the New Year is very carefully observed. Supper
is a feast, with all members coming together. One of the
most popular courses is jiaozi, dumplings boiled in water
"Jiaozi” in Chinese literally mean "sleep together and have
sons”, a long-lost good wish for a family. After dinner, it
is time for the whole family to sit up for the night while
having fun playing cards or board games or watching TV
programs dedicated to the occasion. They also go to flower
market for last moment shopping for flower and foodstuff
Light will be kept on the whole night.

At midnight, fireworks will light up the whole sky and
firecrackers make everywhere seem like a war zone. People’s
Fx‘m’fpuﬁnf reaches its zenith. Verv earlv the next r&m‘nine, v
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